REFORM IX THE ARMY
proposed innovation, not merely on the part of
those concerned, but also from many Turks.
Even Mohammedans themselves, though
fighters by instinct, are not wedded to conscription.
At the little station of Sesched, between Jerusalem
and the sea, I saw a number of ferocious-looking
ruffians wearing handcuffs and under a strong
guard. These were deserters, who, having been
recaptured, would be sentenced to undergo double
the ordinary term of service. Some idea may be
formed of the abhorrence in which these undis-
ciplined tribesmen hold their military obligations,
when it is mentioned that several of the party
had actually burnt out their own eyes with
quicklime, so as to render themselves useless in
the field!
In seeking for analogous cases of conscription
in other countries, the only satisfactory standard
of comparison that suggests itself is that of Bosnia
and Herzegovina, where, ever since the occupation
of those provinces by Austria, there has been
compulsory service for Mohammedans. These
form four infantry regiments and thirty battalions
of Jaegers. They are allowed their proper hours
for prayer. They have their own officers, who,
whether Moslems or Christians, wear the national
fez. There is no Mohammedan cavalry, as these
are mountaineers, not horsemen. An acquaint*
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